oF 
oe ; 


Employment Service to go to Mex- 


the E.'S, told the Senate’ 
ae committee that there had been re-| 


3 = -_ efforts being made by employers to 
veerwit labor in Mexico. The Califor-| 
Fruit. Growers Association bor=' 


_ ment stepped in to do it for them. 


‘Government import foreign labor fo 
“finance farmers” 


and transport foreign labor for them,| 
- The new scheme which will prob-} 
ably be adopted by Congress, 
vides for-a revolving fund of 
~ 000,000 to be set up for use by the 


eosts. 


be sent to the United States. 


-Yequested me to represent them at | 
the hearings. I made. the following. 
statement to the committee. 


is considering appreprietions fer car- 
- _yying on the work of the U. S.: Em- 
Service. The American 
unions are concerned tHat there be 
for this service to American employ- 

-- @rs and workers.-— 


groups representing “finance farming 


_ the purpose of having the U. S. Em- 
Service import foreign na- 


either on farms or in in- 


A new scheme to have the U. 


use on the nation’s farms, was re 
‘vealed 'at a hearing before the Sen 
ate Appropriations Committee o 
May 21st. Lobbyists representing the 
of the country 
suddenly appeared to request that! 
there be money set aside for the U.| 


ico and the West Indies to recruit 


U. S. E.'S. in paying transportation 
‘The Employment Service will 
be given $260,000 for paying salaries 


and expenses of men to do the labor | 


recruiting. Robert Goodwin, Director, 


quests for 24,000. foreign nationals to 
Big farm lobbyists described the 


the train was still standing on the 
- ‘Mexican railway lines waiting for the 


“workers to board it. Others reported} 

“that there ‘was competition between | 

employers. for Mexican. labor and 
they stated that they just could not’ 


do the job unless the U. S. Govern-. 


The American Federation of Labor 


I understand that your 


ederation of Labor and its affiliated 


sufficient sums of money allocated 


However, we are opposed to pro- 
osals being advanced by some of the 


terests” to appropriate money for 


ionals into the United States for em- 


ustry 
We believe that ‘the “Congress 
should authorize the U. S. Employ-. 
ment Service to supply workers only 
those employers who maintain 
air wage rates and working and liv-, 
conditions on their farms. This! 
attract American workers to 
geasonal farm jobs. In our opinion, 
ere is now no need for foreign labor 
be brought into the United States 
work in agriculture. Throughout 
‘gountry and its possessions, there’ 
} great pools of seasonally unem- 
oyed farm workers. Throughout the 
ope ‘states there are workers 
! only part time in the pro- 


Death On 


ed 
on Four” 


. 


_ Waskingtoa, 


364 Pee Year 


. 


Landes ‘of the Di Gloreié 
of May 17, while presiding over a 


B. was chet the 
meeting of the strike committee at 


‘the heme of Mr. and Mrs. Arvin, Calif. 


(The 


- Ceasar Dudley, a tractor. driver on 


the B. L. Cole plantation near Cotton 


Plant, Ark., met his death on April 
Tth when the machine on which he 
was riding turned over. Hubert Veas- 


Jey, another farm worker found him | 
pinned ‘under the wreckage of the 


tractor. Help was summoned and Ne- 
| gro and white farm hands worked 
for three hours to free him. He was 
crushed tpo badly to survive. Dudley 
left a wife and 10 children. .. 
His employer, R. L. Cole, is re- 
ported to have provided the family 
with a suit of clothes for burial and 
to have cancelled all debts which the 
family owed him. It is also reported 


that the planter made a 


ment to the widow. ._—. 

This death on the farm 
ing example of the need for extend- 
ing Workmen’s Compensation to all: 
farm workers. If the law had requir- 
ed the employer to carry insurance 
on all employees on his plantation, a | 
cash payment would have been made 
to the widow. The worker could have. 
been buried without cost, to the plan- 
tation owner. Farming & one of 
America’s most dangerous occupa- 
tions. Thousands of men, womeh and 
children are killed and injured each 
year, State laws do not require farm: 
workers to be insured against sty 
dents such as this. 


 |Tree Surgeons: 


 }Organize Union 


Throughout the United States there’ 


is a large number of skilled workmen. 
‘known as tree surgeons and line 
cleaners who work in the orchards 


and communication lines. Most of 
these workers are employed by the 
i Davey Tree Expert Co. Although 
they must have years of experience to 
do their work, they are among the 
lowest -paid workers in the country. 


| England states applied for member- 


to organize this group of workmen 
| into the National Farm Labor Union. 
The Boston Central Labor Union’s 
, Mr. Harry Grages, and 
A. F. organizers in Ohio and 
| a@kanachuusetts are assisting in this 
work. 


Slayer Of Negro 
Freed In Mobile 


| MOBILE, Ala—An all-white Mo- 
bile County Grand Jury. last week 
refused te indict Horace M. Miller, 
| 20, the white slayer of Rayfield 
| Davis, 53, whom he admittedly beat 
to death because the Negro was 
praising ‘President ‘Truman’s civil 
rights program. The two engaged 


~- 
What's New “Victim: 
In Washingtomae 
By MITCHELL, President] 


Arvin, California. 


a cat. The fact 


| and clear the tree limbs from power 


| Recently, a large group in the New} 


“Pasiwar 


The National Farm Labor Union 
-and-the Kern County. Central Labor 


| Council have offered rewards total- 


ing $1,500 for information leading te 
the arrest and conviction of the per- 
son or persons who attempted to 
wipe out the leadership of the 1,100 
farm workers on strike against the 
Di Giorgio Fruit Corp. farms near 
This attack was 
made on the night of May 17th. 
VOLLEY FIRED INTO 

HOME OF MEMBER 


James B. Price, 32, president of 
Local 218, was badly injured when a 
reund of shots was fired into the 
home of Mrs. Hattie Shadowen while 
a meeting of the strike committee 
was in session, Jim Price was presid_ 
ing over the meeting of the union 
leaders at the time the gunmen tried 
to kill them all. A car containing at 
least four men was.seen leaving the 


| scene ofterthe shoot@. Hank Hasi- 
war, Western repr tative of the 


NFLU, was follows to the meeting 


t they did not 


= | kill Hasiwar on the road shows that 
j the thugs planned to kill all of the 


union leaders at one time. 
COMPANY DOCTOR 


fe | REFUSES FIRST AID 


The bullet struck Price and en- 
the left of his nose, 


though shige condition was described 


i las critical, he is expected to recover. 


Attending the meeting at the time 
the shots. were fired were: Hank 
Hasiwar, Western representative; 
James B. Price, president Local 218; 


| Mrs. Hattie Shadowen, recording sec. 


reary; William Swearingen, treasur= 
er; Rev. Phineas Parks, Riley Wat- 
son; Van Vickle and Sam Leonard, all 
members of the executive board of 
‘Local 213. A; soon as Price was shot, 
d a doctor in Arvin who 
was away On another call. He then 
} called Dr. de Smet, company doctor 
at the Di Giorgio ranch, and asked 
that he render first aid until the am. 
bulance arrived. Dr. de Smet refused, 
telling Hasiwar that there was noth- 
ing he could do to help. 

SECOND ACT OF VIOLENCE 
IN.LONG STRIKE 


This attempted assassination is the 
second major act of violence to occur 


jin the strike of farm workers which 
| ship in a union. Plans are underway | 


began last October ist. On February 
| 7th a mob of strike breakers incited |. 
| by corporation officials, also ‘attacked 
and severely beat three pickets who 
‘were on duty near ranch head- 
quarters 


| AFL PRESIDENT INTERVENES: 


GOVERNOR DENOUNCES CRIME 
- Meanwhile, Governor Earl War- 


|ren, acting at the. request af Presi- 
|}dent William Green of the Ameri- 


can Federation of Labor, ordered a 
full investigation by California’s at- 
torney general, Fred Howser. In or-. 
dering the investigation, Governor 
Warren issued the following state- , 
ment: 

“It obviously was an attempt at 
assassination. . 

“Such diabolical acts call for the 


| full force of the law being brought 
Centinued on Page Four 
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Two 


Union Demands 
Per Hour For 
“Sugar Cane Workers 


A hearing to set, waned ‘for sugar 
cane field workers was held at Clew- | 


iston, Florida, on May 17th. Edwin 
C. Mitchell, representative df the Na- 
tional Farm Labor Union, raised the 
union demand for not. less than 75 
cents per hour for this type of work.| 
Attending the hearing with Mitchell| - = : 

were A. M. Sandlin, president, and | | 

A. B. Grant, sceretary of the Sugar. Land Of The Free- - - Sometimes 
Cane Field Workers Union Local 222.) 


WORKERS R®PRESENTED 
FIRST TIME 


The representatives of the National 
Farm Labor Union were on the stand 
for an hour and a half during the 
questioning by the sugar planters and | 

government officials, This: was the 
first time that the workers had been 
represented at a government hearing 
in Florida at which wage rates for 
the workers are set. 


~The complete text of the state- 
ment submitted on behalf of the 
union follows: _ 


| T have been instructed by the of- 

_ ficers of the National Farm Labor 
Union, A. F. of L., to attend this 
hearing and to present a statement 
on behalf of our national union, The 
majority of the field workers en- 
gaged in sugar cane production in 
Florida are as yet unorganized and 
therefore have not been represented 

at wage hearings which have been 
held heretofore in this industry. 


The National Farm Labor, Union and 
its parent organization, the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, eve that 
all producers of agricultural and in- 

dustrial products are entitled to the 
cost of production plus a fair profit 
on their investments. We also be- 
lieve that the worker is entitled to a 


- 


| early ‘Union leaders in St. Fre icis 
County, Arkansas, has written to|the 
office telling us that her home in 


East St. Louis, Ill. burned ae 
with a loss of all her possessions; Any 
reader. of the Farm Labor Né ews 
wanting to help Mrs. McGhee may 
‘write to her at 1843 Kansas St., East 
| Mrs. McGhee was the president of . 
. It was in Detroit before the War, in the days when the shadow of Hitler her local near Widener, Ark., in 1936, 
had already fallen over much of Europe..A Negro woman walked to an 
election booth, shoulder to. shoulder with the white woman who employed A strike was called and she led her 
her. 

“You know,” the white woman said optimistically, “this is wonderful, 
our going to vote this way, you and I. It couldn’t happen in Germany.” 

“No,” her colored compan ion agreed, “and it couldn’t happen in 
Alabama. 

Labor leaders, spokesmen for minority groups, and other liberals—all 
have long known that in America there ‘is a wide gulf between the ideal 
and the fact of equality. They’ have pointed out over and over again that 
large portions of our population are deprived of civil liberties, that there 
are entire areas of our country where constitutional rights are ignored. 

However, something new—and important—has been added: Our gov- 
ernment has at last recognized the problem. More than a year ago President 
Truman created a Committee on Civil Rights to study violations of civil 
liberties and to recommend ways to correct the abuses. — : 

Members of the Committee came from all walks of life. They included 
the president of a big corporation, officials of the AFL and’ClIO, the presi- 
dents of two universities, church leaders, prominent attorneys, social work- 
ers, authors. Their findings—a report of more than 50,000 words—has been 
‘published under the title, “To Secure These Rights, a a phrase me from 
one of our priceless American documents. os 

“Man is endowed by his Creator with certain inalienable ‘rights,’ *” says 
the Declaration of Independence. “Among these are life, liberty, and the 


pursuit of happiness. To secure these rights, governments are instituted 
‘among men. 


people out of the tields along with _ 
thousands of others. Her landlord, 

; whose name was Belshia, had:her ar- 
: rested and jailed in an effort'to bre: k 
the strike. They took her to the For- 
rest City jail where the officers tried 
to take her finger prints. She refused 

to let them. When they tried to place 
her hand on the paper. to make the 
prints, she told them that her hanc S.- 
were hurt and that she could not put | 
her hands on the paper. She was then 
beaten by the officers and sent to the. 
private -prison farm owned by a 
plantation owner, She had no tria! .— 
and no lawyer to defend her, At tre 
prison farm she was made to wor 

in the new ground, clearing heavy | 
logs. Her back was injured and she 
was never able to do any more work. 
The Union was able to get her re- 
eased from prison and to expose the 
conditions existing on Arkansas 
poenage farms. In a year or two, the 
state legislature abolished the syste _ 
of leasing convicts to private plen-— 
tation owners. Henrietta was sent on 

a tour of the United States. She told — 
her story in nearly all the big cities eee 
in the country. A simple woman won 3S: 
the hearts of her listeners and made 
many friends. 


agement of the growers, acts sal God | 
and other circumstances over which 
rhe has no control. | 

We urge the Department of Agri- 
culture to set minimum wage rates 


Mission 
The Indians 


fair and reasonable return for his 


labor, 


The Department of Agriculture has}! 
in the past set the minimum rates of 
pay for field workers at figures so 
low that workers have avoided the 


sugar cane area, During the past sev. 


eral years, the growers of sugar cane 
have paid a higher wage to their 


field workers than the wage deter- 


-.. mined to be fair and reasonable by 


the U. S. Department of Agriculture. 
Different growers in Florida have 


_ paid different rates for performnig 


identical work. As we understand it, 
Congress adopted the Sugar. Control 
Act for the purpose of stabilizing 
production and providing a fair profit 
to the grower and a living wage for 
the workers in the industry. Appar- 


~* ently, the U. S. Department of Agri- 


culture bases its determination of 
wage rates for the workers in rela- 
tion to the income of the producers 
and the rates of pay received by other 
agricultural workers and the cost of 
living in the area has no bearing 
whatever on esuch wage deternina- 
tions. 


The price of sugar has ee in- 


for field workers that are fair and 
reasonable in relation to the income 
of efficient growers, the prevailing 
wage rates_of other workers and the 
cost of living in the area. We believe 
that such minimum rates of pay 


should not be less than 75 cents an 
hour. 


While we realize that there may 
be some differences in cost of pro- 
duction and marketing of sugar cane 
products in Hawaii and in Florida, 
but we want to call your attention 
to the fact that on January 13, 1948 
the Secretary or Agriculture ap- 
proved a minimum wage of 78% 
cents an hour for sugar cane field 
workers in Hawaii. 


We believe.that the main tacias in 
the labor supply problem here in 
Florida has been the low rates of 
pay. During war. time, sugar cane 
growers as well as other agricultural 
employers, came to depend on the 
government to provide them with a 
labor supply. However, the program 
of labor recruitment and transporta- 
tion at government expense is now at 
an end. In the future, the employer 


» George F. Webber, National Ex- 
ecutive Board member, has made an 
interesting report of his mission to 
the Navajo Indians who are em- 
ployed in the celery and carrot fields 
in Valencia County, New Mexico. 
Brother Webber states that he has 
visited this area, calling on local 
business men, workers, tractor driv- 


and were interested in assisting the 

n in organizing farm labor. 
- The town of Blue Water is a center 
for the Navajo Indians-as many of 
them live in their villages nearby. 
Each village has a head man who is 
called a council man. A number of 
the council men are aiding AFL Or- 
ganizer ‘Lopez of Albuqtierque in lin- 
ing up their fellow tribesmen. There 
is a large number of packing sheds 
and irrigation works, as well as the 
vegetable fields in that area. 


‘position to supply labor for sugar 
cane field work ‘in Florida. While we 
have no objections to those West In- 


ers and irrigators. All were favorable | 


dians who are now in this country 


We know that if fellow union ; 
members and-many friends through- | 
out the land know about her plight, — 
they will want to help her in this. 
time of 


Minister Labor 
In Mid-South Area | 


Homes in southeast. Missouri, fs 
been assigned by the Home Missions 

Board of the Congregational end 
Christian Churches to work with the 
Union. Brother Churchill will wc k 


carrying on an educational program 
among the local union leaders and 
preachers who are sympathetic~ to 
farm labor organization. In the be- ® 
ginning, Brother Churchill says he 
will approach the problem just as a 
new preacher does in a community. 
He will visit the leading members of 
the Union in the mid-South area and 
pay special visits to the sick and ail- . 


Rev. Arthur Churchill, for two _ 
years stationed at the Delmo Labor — 


out of the Memphis office, spendin : s 
about eight months of the year ii. 


remaining, we do not believe that it 
is at all necessary for growers to go/| 
to the expense of recruiting and 
transporting workers from outside 
the United States when there is an 
available: labor supply in nearby 
southern states for work in the sugar 
fields, Our organization has had con- 
siderable experience. in recruiting 
and transporting workers from one 
area of the country to another. We 
are at the present engaged in sup- 
plying labor from the mid-southern 
states—transporting them -to farms 
and processing plants along the At- 
lantic coast. We believe that if the 
growers ‘will join in our request to 
the Department of Agriculture for a 
wage sufficient to enable a worker to| - 
earn a living, sufficient labor can be} 
supplied to cultivate, plant and har- 
vest the 1948- 49 crop. 


creased during the past two years and 
this has increased the income of cane 
growers. We have information that a 
former officer of the largest sugar 
cane growing concern in this ‘state 
reported that his company expected 
to make a profit of $4,000,000: in 
1947. If this is even partially true, i 
seems that there is sufficient profit 
in the production of sugar cane to 
provide a living wage for the 
workers. 


Aside from the provisions of the 
Sugar Control Act,. there is no pro- 
tection for field workers in the suga: 
cane industry. The Department of 
Agriculture apparently decides th: 
question of minimum wage rates or 
the basis of the income of the cf 
inefficient of the growers, thus pen. 

_aglizing the workers for bad man 


must pay the full cost of securing his 
own labor, whether it is brought in 
from the British West Indies or from 
other southern states. That the pres- 
ent Congress is not in the mood to 
continue underwriting the labor sup- 
ply of agricwtural employers, was 
indicated at a hearing of the House 
of Representatives Committee on Ag- 
riculture last summer. Congressman 
Rogers of this congressional - district 
appeared on behalf of the sugar cane 
growers to urge that the foreign labor 
supply program be continued. One of 
his fellow congressmen serving on 
the committee, asked Mr. Rogers if 
4e did not ‘feel that Congress had 
done enough for the U. S. Sugar 
orp. during the war years, * 


In closing, I want to say that the 
ational Farm Labor Union is.in a 


ing local unions, trying to encourage 
them to take a new lease on life. 
Churchill will also assist in the re- 
cruitment and transportation of farm _ 
workers to jobs in other areas. Dur- 
ing the late summer he will go east | 
with the workers and remain in New 
Jersey while the Union members are 
working in the tomato harvest. He . 
will conduct an educational and rec- 
reational program and look after the 
welfare of workers on various jobs. 


ves Your Farm Labor News | 
On To Your Neighbors. Let 


Them Know What The 
Is Doing For 
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all members of the , National Fain Labor Union. and readers of the Farm Labor News who want a job now or who may al one this year si : | : | 
asked to fill out the blank below and mail it to Mr. I Lee Parker, Director Farm Labor Service, National Farm Labor Union, Box 443, Memphis 1, Tenn, ; a 


e job to fill out an 
application. . Workers are now being shipped out to jobs on farms in cann eries in the eastern states. Brvpincn: are being notified’ ‘to sian for ship- 


“ment on the basis of the job on file. 


‘Local otfivers and organizers are asked to co-oberats in this program by getting « every person in their community who heeds! 


‘ 


It you want a job — use » this blank today. Don’t delay. Others are se nding them in and the ones whose applications are in | will have bore! first 
“chance at open to our members. | | | 


‘ 
~~ 
© 
Sin 
4 
4 


MR. I. LEE PARKER, 
Farm Labor Supply Service | 


4 


“Are you a member of the National Farm Labor Union in good standing? 


2 


Tell what kind of work you have been doing and the name of your last employer 


Gan you What make of truck? 


"Do you have a health What date is on the card?. 


=~ 


"What kind of work do you rant? Canning Farm job (Check X) 
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June, 


mento by June 15, 1948. 


- interruption of asparagus cutting and 
' packing will have a disastrous effect 


other states for seasonal work. Pack- 


~ to the campaign the A. F. of L. made 


gissippi, 


* 


ranks. 


who were fired for joining the NFLU |. 


to prevent wages of farm workers 


~ which they worked. An order to re- 


Labor 


Round Up 


UNEMPLOYMENT IN CALIFORNIA. 

The State Department of Employ- 
ment in California forecasts 10,000 
unemployed workers near Sacra- 
On April 
15, there were 10,500 registered for 


jobs. 2,300 workers were hired in| ° 


food processing during May. 18,000 


migrant farm workers came in from} 


southern California and other west- 
ern states at the same time. The state 
bulletin points out that there is a 
short spinach crop in the area and 


on the labor market of this area. 
CITRUS FRUIT ENDS IN FLORIDA 
By June 15, all fruit picking and 
processing in Florida had come to an 
end and about 75,000 workers were 
out of jobs. Many were migrating to 


ing house and plant workers are now 
eligible to apply for and. secure un- 
employment insurance in Florida due 


and the action by the state legisla- 
ture. The National Farm Labor Union 
is seeking to have the unemployment 
insurance act in Florida amended to 
includé citrus fruit pickers and grove 
workers. 

COTTON CHOPPING UNDERWAY. 
IN MID-SOUTH 

Cotton chopping is now underway 
in the mid-South. Rates vary from 
$2.00 to $4.00 per day. In the delta 
areas of Arkansas, Missouri and Mis- 
thousands of workers of 
Mexican descent are being brought in 
by cotton planters in an effort to 
drive the chopping wage down. Most 
of the Mexicans are being brought! 
in from Texas and U. 8S. Citizens. 
The National Farm Labor Union is 
seeking to bring these people into its 


= 

California Local Ne 
The National Labor’ Relations 
Board held hearings on the Barr 
Packing Co. case in Exeter, Calif., 
last month, Eighteen men and women. 


filed complaints with the U.’S. Gov- 
ernment against the company for 


instate these men and women with 
back pay is expected each day. 
WORKERS ORGANIZING | 
IN POTATO FIELDS 

Al Haxton:is organizing potato 
shed and field workers near Shafter. 
The Shafter Local is doing good 
work. They stopped the plans of the 
growers to cut wages for picking up 

otatoes this season. 

EW LOCAL AT FARMERSVILLE | 

A new local has been organized at 
Farmersville in Tulare County. Two 
hundred workers attended the first 
meeting. Organizers S. P. Baty and 
Felix Stephenson assisted. in the for-_ 
mation of the local. 
FRESNO LOCAL FIGHTS 
WAGE CUTS 

Local 213 at Fresno is in a fight 


| 


being cut from 85 cents per hour to 
75 cents an hour. A large number of 
labor contractors who supply work- 
ers to growers have signed up with 


the Union and .are supporting the. 


local’s move to stop the wage cuts. - 


Farm Labor News 


The Farm Labor News is published monthly 
by the National Farm Labor Union. 

Publication Office — 12 N., Lawrence St., 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Business Office—Room 512, Victor Building, 
726 - 9th St. N.W., Washington, D. C. 

The subscription rate is 36c per year, 3c per 
copy. Bundle rate le per copy to agents. 

The Farm Labor News is published by the 
Nationa] Farm Labor Union for its members 
and friends who are subscribers. 

Entered as second class matter at. Post Of-. 
fice, Montgomery, Alabama, June 18, 1946, 
under the act of March 3, 1879. 

Address all eommunications concerning the 
Farm Labor News to: Room 512, Victor Build- 


‘to bear against those who are re- 


"THREE PARTIES SUSPECTED 


ing, 726 - 9th St. N. W., Washington, D. Kk. 


— 


How Safe Are You 


When John Jones, a Negro veteran of the war, was beaten to death by 


a white mob in Minden, Louisiana, it was one of “only” Six lynchings in 
1946. 


Six lynchings—a remarkably low record compared to the sixty-four 
mob murders of 1921. Says the President’s Committee on Civil Rights: “The 
Committee believes that the striking improvement in the record is a thing 
to be devoutly thankful OF; but it also believes that a single lynching is 
one too many!” 


Jones and his companion, Albert Hons were released from jail by a 
deputy sheriff who turned them over to a white mob. Both were beaten. 
Jones was beaten to death. Five men, EACLE two deputy sheriffs, were 
brought to trial—and acquitted. 


. Although J. Edgar Hoover called the case “the best case we have: ever 
made out; we had clearcut, uncontroverted evince of the conspiracy,” all 


five men were acquitted. |What s New 


* * * * * 


The grim fact is that it is almost impossible in the South to bring 
lynching cases to trial; completely impossible to get a conviction, The Civil 
Rights Section of the Department of Justice meets a solid wall of resistance 
in every ‘case. The Justice Department has no separate staff of investigators 
for this work ,and is trying to enforce federal laws that are vague in ap- 
plication. 

To remedy this condition the President's Committee ‘Gaills for. more con_ 
crete legislation—laws with teeth in them—for a Federal anti-lynching bill, 
for more severe penalties for private persons and publie officials who inter- | 
fere with the Constitutional and legal rights of others. 


* * * * * 


Six lynchings in 1946—and unmeasured thousands of beatings; the in- 
numerable indignities visited upon millions of our fellow men, the shadow 
of fear that makes it impossible to get a Southern Negro to testify against: 
a white man. 


Says Mr. Hoover: “The arrogance of the hie population of a county 
was unbelievable.” And elsewhere he says that “it was seldom | that a Negro 
man or woman was incarcerated who was not given a severe beating, 
which started off with a pistol whipping and ended with a rubber hose.” 


* * * * * 


| 

Negroes are the minority group most sinned against; but others, too, 
have lost their personal safety without legal redress. _ 

Jehovah’s Witnesses beaten by police—Southern prisoners farmed ‘oat 
to serve as virtual slaves of private persons—Eskimos and Indians “rail- 
roaded” to prison in Alaska—Mexicans getting stiffer fines and severer 
sentences than others—friendless boys given the “third degree’—persons 
of Japanese descent “evacuated” from their carefully tended farms and! 
orchards on the Pacific coast; it is a.degrading record! 


Fear is the one emotion —— the bearts of unfortunates who 
may have been created equal... but who do ‘not have the same rights as 
other men, 


Labor unions, too, have oittered viclenoe’ at the hands of police and 
Injustices in the courts. Hence they are fighting side by side with mlnoesty 
groups in the struggle for civil rights. ! 


$1,500 Reward For Gunman 


Continued from Page One nearly eight months against the Di- 
Giorgio Fruit Corporation, a 20 mil- 
lion dollar concern with distribution 
centers in the principal cities of the 


United States, including New York 
and Baltimore. The strike was called 
after the company refused to meet 
with representatives of the union, the 


sponsiblé for them. 


“T have therefore requested the at- 
torney general to make a complete 
investigation of the crime and to as- 
sist the sheriff and district attorney 
in every way possible, and report 
the results of the investigation to 
me. 


federal and state conciliation serv-. 


ices, or to attempt mediation of the 


The president of the National Farm 
Labor Untsa seal: “There are three 
parties who muy be responsible for 
this crime—one the management of 
the Di Giorgio Corporation, two, the 
Associated Farmers of California, 
Inc., and three, the Communist agents 
of the CP controlled Food, Tobacco 
and Agricultural Workers Union CIO. 
It obviously was a planned job done 
by hired thugs and either of the 
above parties is quite capable of an 
attempt to assassinate leaders of our 
organization.” 

The strike has been in progress for 


is obviously attempting to stop the 
drive to organize agricultural work- 
ers in California by the A. F. of L. 
National Farm Labor Union. The no- 
torious Associated Farmers, Inc., an 
organization representing finance 
farming An California, has lent its 
full support to the Di Giorgio Fruit 
Corporation since the beginning of 
the strike. Recently the situation has 
been muddied by an attempt of Com. 
munist agents of FTA-CIO to muscle. 
into-the strike, seize control and ex- 
ploit the farm workers for political 
ends. 


Uni 
|URIONS Fass ine a 


For Strike Relief 


DI GIORGIO STRIKE 


MOVIE SHOWN 


Recent convetions of A. ‘F. of L. 


national and international unions 


| have shown the new moving picture, 


“Poverty in The Valley of Plenty,” 
filmeg by the Hollywood unions. 
| This movie shows the strike of the Di 
Giorgio workers in Kern County, 


‘| California. At the international con- 


vention of the Amalgamated Meat 
| Cutters and Butcher Workmen of 
N. A. held in Chicago on May 11th, 
the film was shown. The delegates 
passed the hat and raised $903' on 
the spot for strike relief, Delegates 


}from local unions pledged $1,850 - 


more, to be contributed when they 
returned to their homes. The conven-. 
tion of the International Upholsterers 
Union also passed the hat at their 
convention in Washington and a con- 
siderable sum was collected for the 
Di Giorgio workers. The film will 
j}also be shown at other national and’ 
unions. 


In Washington 

Continued from Page One 
duction of cotton crops. Such workers » 
would welcome an opportunity to se- 
cure work elsewhere during their off 


seasons. They would readily agree to 

| having their transportation expenses 

to and from jobs deducted from their 

earnings. Although the facilities of 

the National Farm Labor Union are 

limited, we have had considerable ex-_ 
perience in transferring our own 

members from southern states to 

eastern areas for employment in sea 

sonal food processing industries and 

on farms. We have worked out ar- 
rangements with employers so that 

such workers are transferred when 

needed and returned to their home 

communities at the end of the season, . 
thus relieving the employer and the 

community of a social welfare re- 

sponsibility. Although we have con- 

ducted this labor supply progran., 

from 1942 up to date, we have never 

yet been able to locate enough jobs | 
to fill the needs of the workers we 

represent, 


In Porta Rico there are at least 80,- 
000 agricultural laborers who find 
only an occasional job at low rates 
of pay. These people are American 
citizens and would welcome an op- 
portunity to come to the mainland 
for seasonal jobs. I understand that 
the legislature of Porto Rico recently 
adopted a law requiring that the gov- 
ernor of the importing state must ~ 
certify there is a need for such labor 
before Porto Rican workers may be 
transferred to the various states. It 
appears to me that the finance farm 
interests should request their state 
governors to certify the need for — 
Porto Rican workers and that these. 
American citizens could be brought 
in at less expense than either. Mexi- 
can or British West Indians. 


The American Federation of Labor 
has 150,000. members in its affiliated 


-strike by any source. The corporation | unions in Porto Rico-and these-or=—- 


ganizations will cooperate with the 
U. S. Employment Service in select- 
ing bona fide farm workers for trans- 
fer to jobs in the states. 


We believe that the farm labor 
problem can be solved without im- ~- 
porting a single foreign national, if . 
Congress will authorize the:U. §. 
Employment Service and make such 
allocations of funds as may be neces- 
‘sary for this agency to arrange for 
the transfer of American citizens 
Vérom points. where unemployment 
exists to points where labor short- 
ages exist. 
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